THE   REBUILDING   OF   LONDON
their negotiations for rebuilding. All round the city, meetings
were held to make ready for the day when work could go for-
ward. The early records of the Fire Court, and the foundation
books, bear dry witness to this activity and to the disputes it
engendered. The records of the various corporate bodies are
more human, showing the spirit as well as the achievements
of the dispossessed citizens. To a disinterested observer there
is an element of unconscious greatness about it all. The
hurriedly written minutes reflect a community determined that
its life should continue in spite of every effect of disaster.
Jealous of the forms and ceremonies in which that life had been
clothed, clinging to them as a symbol of a continuity threatened
with destruction, the writers are revealed during the months of
writing as doing their best to maintain the past as a pledge to the
future. City and Companies, vestries and boards of governors,
meeting under the shadow of the same disaster, sought
unanimously to solve its problems by restoration and not by
resignation. Wards and precincts, companies and parishes,
kept their machinery in being, carried out their duties, and
prepared the way for the life which was to flow back into old
channels made new,1 Officers were chosen, though the
electors had to walk miles to do so. One parish held its meeting
in the ruins of its former vestry, another beat the bounds as
though the houses still stood. They were typical. Inside and
outside the walls, the dispossessed made ready for the com-
pletion of the statute which would authorize the rebuilding for
which they prayed.
The City led the way.  Lack of funds, scarcity of labour,
1 It is not intended to suggest that the machinery worked as usual. Changes had
to be made in order to adapt it to the new conditions. The juries for the Mayor's
and the Sheriffs* courts, for example, could no longer be drawn from the twelve
divisions which had formerly provided them, but had to be 'taken and sumoned in-
differently out of the body of the Citty remaining' (Jor.9 46, f. 142), whilst the
parishes had to make various changes of personnel. St. Thomas Apostle's had to elect
new trustees, four of the old ones having been 'dispersed into diverse pishes & not
att p[re]sent intending to inhabit in' their old one: (7estry Minutes, Guildhall Lib.,
MS. 663, f. 18). At St. Swithin's, London Stone, the same churchwardens served for
several years, and in all cases there was apt to be a shortage of people able to serve.
^ But the institutions remained, if the customs were varied.
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